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A ROCKY  MOUNTAIN  HIGH 


FROM  THE  EDITOR'S  DESK... By  David  T.  Alexander 


The  1996  Denver  convention 
of  the  American  Numismatic 
Association  will  be  remem- 
bered as  the  most  upbeat  gath- 
ering in  a decade  or  more.  Just 
where  the  magic  lay  is  hard  to 
pinpoint.  Ordinary  convention- 
goers,  most  of  the  dealers. 
Numismatic  Theater  speakers, 
Numismatic  World  Series  con- 
testants and  club  leaders  all 
agree  that  the  overall  spirit  was 
warm  and  welcoming. 

Even  the  ANA  banquet  was  a 
lively,  positive  event,  a pleas- 
ing contrast  to  some  of  the  dis- 
mal events  of  recent  years.  One 
bold  testimonial  came  from  a 
well-known  dealer  in  world 
coins  (plus  doom  and  gloom), 
famed  on  at  least  four  conti- 
nents for  his  Olympic-level 
negativity.  “I'd  give  it  a VF- 
25,"  he  remarked  — and  those 
who  know  him  guarantee  that 
his  VF-25  is  the  rest  of  the 
world's  MS-72! 

Denver  is  a remarkable  city.  It 
is  a metropolis,  yet  retains 
much  small-town  ambience,  as 
those  of  trying  to  find  a good 


restaurant  late  at  night  or  early 
in  the  morning  can  testify.  (Yes, 
those  sidewalks  do  roll  up  at  7 
p.m.).  The  city's  cleanliness  is 
outstanding  and  its  light  rail 
system  (trolley,  to  me  and  other 
diehard  rail  fans!)  is  a magnifi- 
cent example  of  what  modern 
transit  can  accomplish. 

One  anecdote  on  urban  clean- 
liness: On  the  evening  of  the 
hard-fought  final  round  of  the 
World  Series,  I joined  1996 
Championship  winners  Harlan 
Berk  and  Tom  DeLorey  at  din- 
ner. Our  destination,  a restau- 
rant called  Napa,  was  quite  a 
distance  from  the  Marriott,  in 
an  area  dominated  by  a huge 
sign  announcing  CHECKS 
CASHED.  Big-city  folk  know 
this  kind  of  neighborhood  — 
but  even  that  was  virtually 
spotless. 

The  1996  NLG  Bash  will  go 
down  in  history  as  an  all-time 
record-setter  for  spontaneity, 
originality  and  uproarious 
humor.  More  on  this  will 
follow.  Contest  results  also 
appear  elsewhere  in  this  issue. 


All  in  all,  we  enjoyed  a record 
convention  for  sheer  enjoy- 
ment and  solid  achievement.  I 
hope  you  enjoy  reading  about 
the  Denver  convention,  as 
attending  it  and  even  writing 
about  it  were  fun! 


"COLONEL  BILL" 
WINS  CLEMY 

[Following  are  the  remarks  of 
1995  Clemy  Award  winner 
Beth  Deisher,  as  she  revealed 
the  1996  recipient  of  this,  the 
Guild's  highest  honor.  Ed.] 

Our  honoree  tonight  is  a per- 
son of  distinction  in  many 
ways.  One  distinction  which 
readily  comes  to  mind  is  that  in 
the  15  years  I have  been 
involved  with  the  hobby,  I 
have  never  heard  an  unkind 
word  spoken,  nor  read  a "neg- 
ative" comment  in  reference  to 
him.  In  today's  highly  critical 
world,  I submit  that  is  a signal 
achievement  which  indeed 
qualifies  him  for  the  NLG's 
highest  award,  the  Clemy. 

Cont.  on  page  5 


FROM  THE 
DIRECTOR'S  DESK 

By  Ed  Reiter 

Another  year  has  flown  by 
and  another  is  just  taking  off, 
bringing  what  we  hope  will  be 
even  higher  accomplishments 
for  the  NLG  and  its  members. 

I'd  like  to  take  this  occasion 
to  thank  two  of  our  highest- 
flying  members,  Q.  David 
Bowers  and  Margo  Russell,  for 
their  marvelous  service  the  last 
four  years  as  members  of  the 
NLG  Board  of  Directors.  Under 
our  bylaws  they  had  to  step 
down,  but  I know  they'll 
continue  to  be  available  if  I call 
on  them  — and  I surely  will  — 
for  wise  counsel. 

At  the  same  time.  I'm  pleased 
to  welcome  Bob  Julian  and 
Tom  DeLorey,  who  won 
election  to  two-year  terms 
on  the  Board.  Both  are  old 
friends  and  valued  colleagues. 
Bob  and  Tom  prevailed  in 
a spirited  three-way  contest 
with  Bob  Metzger.  I hope  the 
other  Bob  runs  again  — for  he, 
too,  would  be  an  excellent 
Board  member. 

This  is  the  Guild's  quiet  time 
of  year,  but  big  things  will  be 


brewing  when  the  Newsletter 
reaches  you  next  time,  so  stand 
by  for  a big  1997. 

We'll  be  taxiing  up  to  the 
runway  very  soon! 


1996  NLG  BASH 
HIGH  POINT  OF 
NUMISMATIC  HUMOR 

This  year's  bash  was  held  in 
the  California  suite  of  Denver's 
City  Center  Marriott  Hotel.  On 
stage  was  veteran  Emcee 
Wendell  Wolka,  NLG's  own 
world-class  Hoosier  humorist 
and  interlocutor,  assisted  by 
his  increasingly  well  coordinat- 
ed clique  ...  er,  claque  ...  er, 
shills  — well,  you  know,  the 
acclaimed  syncopated  synco- 
phants  of  song,  the  Wolka 
Cherubs  (Cherubim?). 

Coming  as  a blow  to 
Bash-goers'  expectations  was 
Wendell's  announcement 
that  the  irrepressible  Ed  Reiter, 
NLG  executive  director 
and  man  of  all  work,  was 
repressed  this  year  with  severe 
laryngitis.  Ed  would  be  unable 
to  join  this  year's  revels, 
Wendell  announced  to 
prolonged  cheering. 

First  on  deck  were  the  NLG 
clairvoyants,  Q.  David  Bowers 
and  Scott  Travers,  continuing 
the  "Great  Karnak"  routine  ini- 
tiated by  the  late  Walter  Breen 
years  ago.  QDB  read  the 
answers,  and  then  the  ques- 
tions were  read  from  the  sealed 
envelopes  opened  by  a mar- 
veling Travers.  Sparing  no  one 


as  usual,  the  repartee  touched 
on  ANA  politics,  the  question 
of  grading,  modern  commemo- 
rative coins  and  U.S.  Mint 
practices  affecting  the  hobby. 

A few  samples: 

ANSWER:  5,280  feet. 
QUESTION:  How  far  was  it 
from  the  convention  hotels  to 
the  Denver  Convention  Center? 

ANSWER:  Die  varieties. 
QUESTION:  what  are  the  gal- 
lows, the  electric  chair  and  the 
guillotine? 
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ANSWER:  Demand  Notes. 
QUESTION:  What  is  it  that  a 
bank  robber  gives  a teller  and 
the  U.S.  Olympic  Committee 
hands  the  U.S.  Mint? 

After  much  more  in  this  vein, 
NLG  enjoyed  a new  wrinkle  in 
Governor  John  Wilson  went  on 
with  a hilarious  spoof  of  the 
usual  routine,  giving  almost 
hysterically  wrong  or  garbled 
answers  to  the  questions  in  the 
sealed  envelopes  after  rubbing 
them  against  the  back  of  his 
head.  Included  were  these  rib- 
ticklers: 

ANSWER:  Florence  Schook. 
QUESTION:  Who  is  Steve 
Taylor's  wife?  To  which  Wilson 
added  plaintively":  "Well,  they 
fought  so  much  when  they 
were  on  the  Board,  I figured 
they  had  to  be  married!" 

Bringing  down  the  house  was 
the  final  selection. 

ANSWER:  John  Wilson. 
QUESTION:  Who  is  the  spit- 
ting image  of  Joe  Palooka? 

A volunteer  segment  featured 
New  Jersey's  Greg  Heim  doing 
a lip-sync  take-off  of  the 
Beatles'  Sergeant  Pepper's 
Lonely  Hearts  Club  Band  num- 
ber, "Will  you  still  love  me 
when  I'm  (MS-)  64?"  Greg 
noted  that  Bash  night  was  his 
first  wedding  anniversary, 
introducing  his  wife  to  a round 
of  cheering  congratulations. 

By  now  firmly  established  as 
the  NLG  musical  mentor,  New 
Jerseyan  Chris  Connell  con- 
vulsed the  capacity  crowd  with 


a timely  take-off  on  "(Every 
Time  It  Rains,  It  Rains)  Pennies 
From  Heaven,"  rewritten  to 
describe  ANA  President  Ken 
Bressett's  global  wanderings  in 
pursuit  of  "Peace  2000."  The 
NLG  version  was  entitled, 
"(Every  time  his  plane 
deplanes,)  Kenny's  in 
Heaven!"  Ed  Reiter  had 
penned  the  parody,  but  was 
unable  to  perform  it  because  of 
his  vocal  dysfunction,  so 
crooner  Connell  warbled  it  in 
Ed's  absence. 

By  popular  demand.  Brother 
(or  more  properly.  Father) 
Connell  once  again  performed 
his  earlier  composition,  "I'm  a 
Coin  Show  Junkie."  Bringing 
down  the  house  and  inspiring 
scores  of  Bash-goers  to  attempt 
to  sing  along  was  Connell's 
latest  hit,  "The  NLG  Anthem," 
sung  to  the  tune  of  "Auld 
Lang  Syne." 

The  first  hint  that  something 
truly  imperial  was  afoot  was 
the  gentle  humming  by  the 
Wendell  Wolka  Cherubs  of 
well-known  lines  from  the 
"1812  Overture,"  re-scored  for 
NLG  as  "The  1804  Silver  Dollar 
Overture."  Heart-stopping 
drama  ensued  as  the  hall  doors 
were  flung  open  to  reveal  a 
breathtaking  apparition:  the 
Emperor  Napoleon  in  full  peri- 
od costume,  from  knee  breech- 
es to  the  famous  tricorn  hat. 

Only  after  the  majestic  figure 
began  his  stately  tread  to  the 
dais  did  the  audience  realize 
that  this  incredibly  lifelike 
Napoleon  was  actually 
Executive  Director  Ed  Reiter  — 


in  full  costume.  Taking  the 
stage,  Napoleon  was  inter- 
viewed by  NLG's  fearless 
newscaster  Wolf  Blitzer  of 
CNN  (that's  Coin  News 
Network). 

Blitzer  was  none  other  than 
incumbent  ANA  Governor  J.T. 
Stanton,  who  soon  revealed  the 
Emperor's  satirical  identity  as 
Napoleon  E.  Bressett.  Many 
questions  followed  concerning 
Bressett's  Peace  2000  project,  a 
program  believed  by  many 
ANA  members  to  have  about 
as  much  relevance  to  the 
ANA's  basic  mission  as  past 
President  David  Ganz'  World 
Mint  Council. 

Napoleon  regaled  his  hearers 
with  such  zingers  as,  "When  I 
became  ANA  dictator,  er,  I 
mean  president  ..."  Peace,  he 
noted,  is  elusive  — but  as 
Emperor,  he  (like  his  name- 
sake) has  sought  peace  every- 
where: "a  piece  of  Italy,  a piece 
of  Germany,  a piece  of  Russia." 
Except  at  ANA  Headquarters 
in  Colorado  Springs.  "There, 
the  only  time  you  hear  the 
word  'peace'  is  when  some- 
body says,  'Peace  on  you!"' 

His  purpose,  he  said,  was  not 
to  stop  wars  but  to  inoculate 
nations  against  war. 
"Therefore,  I'm  not  bothering 
with  countries  like  Somalia, 
Bosnia  or  Afghanistan.  I'm 
bringing  relief  to  war-torn 
countries  like  Switzerland, 
France  and  Italy." 

Asked  why  he  always  kept 
one  hand  inside  his  waistcoat, 
Napoleon  replied:  "I  have  to  ... 

Cont.  on  page  4 
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Cont.  from  page  3 

That's  where  I keep  my  plane 
tickets.  If  I lost  them,  the  ANA 
Board  would  never  approve 
new  ones!" 

It  has  been  more  than  a quar- 
ter-century since  our  last  cos- 
tume shtick,  when  the  late 

Ralph  "Curley"  Mitchell 
appeared  at  the  Philadelphia 
Bash  as  Benjamin  Franklin.  But 
Guild  veterans  hailed  the 
Napoleonic  appearance  as  the 
high  point  in  nearly  30  years 
of  Guild  humor. 

A full  description  of  the 
awards  appears  elsewhere  in 
this  issue.  The  editor  presented 
one  award  that  requires  special 
attention.  This  is  the  Editor's 
NLG  Newsletter  Award,  which 
recognizes  the  best  article 
submitted  to  our  Newsletter  in 
the  last  year. 

This  year's  award  went  to  a 
12-year-old  contributor.  Guild 
member  Eric  Li  Cheung  of 
New  York  City,  for  his  article 
on  the  ins  and  outs  of  die-vari- 
ety attribution  for  early  U.S. 
coins.  Eric's  specialty  is  the 
early  quarter-dollar  series,  for 
which  he  created  (at  11  years  of 
age!)  a dichotomous  key. 

The  NLG  editor  and  Board 
firmly  believe  that  few  things 
are  as  important  to  numismat- 
ics as  its  future.  Its  future  can 
only  be  assured  by  actively 
encouraging  and  recognizing 
young  numismatists  such  as 
Eric  Li  Cheung.  Presenting  this 
award  was  therefore  spotlight- 
ed as  a high  point  of  the 
awards  ceremony. 


At  the  close  of  the  1996 
NLG  Bash,  attendees  as  well 
as  participants  agreed  that 
we  had  seen  the  high  point 
of  more  than  30  years  of 
Guild  entertainment,  business 
and  interaction.  Now,  on 
to  The  Big  Apple  in  '97. 


NLG  WELCOMES 
7 NEW  MEMBERS 

NLG's  membership  roster 
continues  to  grow,  and  the 
current  crop  of  new  members 
is  an  impressive  one. 

Here's  the  latest  list  of  new 
additions: 

Edgar  E.  Souders  of 
Newport,  Mich.,  author  of  the 
book  Bust  Half  Fever  and  a 
contributor  to  the  John  Reich 
Collectors  Society  Journal. 
Sponsored  by  Brad  Karoleff. 

Carl  Herkowitz  of  Detroit, 
a frequent  contributor  to 
The  Numismatist  and  Longacre's 
Ledger  whose  writings  have 
received  two  Heath  Literary 
Awards  from  the  ANA:  a 
special  recognition  award  in 
1985  and  a second-place  Heath 
Award  in  1986.  Sponsored  by 
Ed  Reiter. 

David  Sundman  of  Littleton, 
N.H.,  president  of  Littleton 
Coin  Company  and  a regular 
contributor  to  numismatic 
publications  issued  by  that 
company.  Sponsored  by  Donn 
Pearlman  and  Ed  Reiter. 


John  A.  Wexler  of 
Quakertown,  Pa.,  an  error-coin 
specialist  whose  latest  book. 
The  Authoritative  Reference 
on  Lincoln  Cents,  co-authored 
by  Kevin  Flynn,  was  honored 
in  the  1996  NLG  Writers' 
Competition.  He  also  has 
written  or  co-written  a number 
of  other  books,  including 
The  Encyclopedia  of  Doubled 
Dies  (two  volumes),  The  Lincoln 
Cent  Doubled  Die  and  The 
RPM  Book , as  well  as 
articles  in  Numismatic  News 
Weekly,  Coins  Magazine,  Error 
Trends  CoinMagazine  and  the 
C O N E C A Errorscope. 
Sponsored  by  Kevin  Flynn. 

Deborah  L.  Wiles  of  Fort 
Worth,  Texas,  editor  of  the 
CONECA  Errorscope  and 
winner  of  an  NLG  award  in 
1991  for  an  article  in  Coins 
Magazine  Sponsored  by 
Michael  L.  Ellis. 

James  W.  Wiles  of  Fort 
Worth,  Texas,  an  error-coin 
specialist  whose  credits  include 
CONECA's  master  listings  of 
doubled  dies  and  RPMs  and 
the  ANA  correspondence 
course  on  errors  and  varieties. 
James  Wiles  is  Deborah's 
husband.  Sponsored  by 
Michael  L.  Ellis. 

Charles  E.  Wishon  of 
Aurora,  Colo.,  yet  another 
error-coin  specialist  who  is  vice 
president  and  co-owner  of  the 
Collector  Coin  Exchange  in 
Aurora  and  whose  writings 
have  appeared  in  the  Errorscope 
and  Cherrypickers'  News. 
Sponsored  by  Ed  Reiter. 
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The  Clemy  is  presented 
annually  by  the  previous 
year's  recipient.  The  selection 
process  of  long-standing 
practice  is  that  each  of  the 
five  members  of  the  NLG 
Board  of  Directors  nominates 
up  to  three  people.  Thus  from 
a field  of  up  to  15  possible 
candidates,  the  previous  year's 
Clemy  winner  selects  the 
current  year's  recipient. 

I was  presented  with  a list  of 
nine  candidates,  each  of  whom 
is  worthy  of  this  distinguished 
award.  And  someday,  I believe 
all  of  those  on  the  list  I 
received  will  eventually  stand 
in  this  distinguished  circle. 

However,  as  I reviewed  the 
criteria  for  selection  "literary 
contributions  in  the  field  of 
numismatics  ...  service  to  NLG 
...  a sense  of  humor"  — there 
was  ONE  name  that  immedi- 
ately rose  to  the  top  of  the  list. 


Our  honoree  tonight  is  a 
writer  whose  byline  and  work 
have  been  published  in  virtual- 
ly every  major  U.S.  numismatic 
publication  during  the  last  25 
years.  However,  he  does  not  fit 
the  typical  collector  profile  that 
most  of  us  in  the  publishing 
world  know  so  well:  Beginning 
to  collect  coins  at  perhaps  9 or 
10  years  of  age,  leaving  in  the 
late  teens,  then  returning  after 
establishing  a career  and 
beginning  a family. 

While  I'm  sure  he  carries  the 
collecting  "gene,"  it  lay  dor- 
mant until  he  was  nearing  the 
end  of  a distinguished  military 
career.  Coin  collecting  did  not 
beckon  to  him  until  late  in 
1969.  A scant  four  years  later, 
his  bylined  work  was  being 
published  in  a nationally 
renowned  numismatic  maga- 
zine. And  true  to  his  pioneer- 
ing spirit,  he  was  writing  to  an 
audience  the  rest  of  the  numis- 
matic world  would  begin  to 
focus  on  20  years  later. 


From  experience,  I can  tell 
you  he's  an  editor's  dream.  His 
copy  ALWAYS  arrives  ahead  of 
deadline.  He's  a stickler  for 
accuracy  and  he's  a speller 
from  the  old  school  — he's  vir- 
tually always  right! 

He  has  served  the  NLG  in 
both  official  capacities  and 
many  unofficial  ways. 

As  for  a sense  of  humor,  he 
has  a great  one!  And  courage, 
too:  It  takes  both  courage  and  a 
great  sense  of  humor  to  lead  a 
group  of  writers  like  us  in  a 
resounding  sing-along,  the 
highlight  of  which  is,  "Oh,  You 
Can't  Get  to  Heaven!" 

By  now,  longtime  Bash  atten- 
dees know  of  whom  I am 
speaking.  The  1996  Clemy 
Award  winner  is  William  Bain 
Murray,  better  known  to  us  as 
"Colonel  Bill." 

— Beth  Deisher,  Aug.  15,  1996, 
Denver,  Colo. 


WWARf  YOUR  COINS  RtAUY  WORTH?  5 


We  thank  the  members  of  NLG  whose  articles 
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1996 

NLG  Awards 

Following  is  a complete  list  of 
winners  in  the  1996  Numismatic 
Literary  Guild  Writers' 
Competition.  Congratulations  to 
one  and  all! 

CLASS  I BOOKS 

1.  BOOK  OF  THE  YEAR 

The  work  having  the  greatest 
potential  impact  on  numismatics: 

"Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  - King 
of  Coins,"  by  Q David  Bowers 

2.  BEST  SPECIALIZED  BOOK 

(a)  United  States  Coins:  "The 
Authoritative  Reference  on 
Lincoln  Cents,"  by  John 
Wexler  and  Kevin  Flynn 

(b)  World  Coins:  "Copper  Cash 
and  Silver  Taels,"  by  John  E. 
Sandrock 

(c)  World  Paper  Money: 
"Standard  Catalog  of  World 
Paper  Money,  Vol.  3,"  Colin  R. 
Bruce  II,  senior  editor;  George 
S.  Cuhaj,  coordinating  editor; 
Neil  Shafer,  technical  editor 

(d)  Tokens  & Medals:  "Civil  War 
Encased  Stamps  - The  Issuers 
and  Their  Times,"  by  Fred  L. 
Reed  III 

(f)  Numismatic  Investments: 
"One-Minute  Coin  Expert, 
Second  Edition,"  by  Scott  A. 
Travers 

(g)  Museum  & Exhibition 
Catalogs:  "America's  Silver 
Dollars,"  by  John  M. 
Kleeberg, American 
Numismatic  Society 

CLASS  II-A 
U.S.  COMMERCIAL 
NUMISMATIC  MAGAZINES 

3.  BEST  ARTICLE  OR  SERIES 
OF  ARTICLES 

(a)  Coins:  David  T.  Alexander, 
"$1.5  Million  Mystery  Coin," 
COINage 

(b)  Tokens  & Medals:  Gerald 
Johnson,  "Sanitary  Fair 
Medal's  Origin  a Mystery," 
Coins  Magazine 

(c)  Paper  Money:  Robert  R.  Van 


Ryzin,  "The  Ill-Fated  'Hoodoo 
Bill,"'  Coins  Magazine 

4.  BEST  COLUMN 

"My  Two  Cents'  Worth," 

Ed  Reiter,  COINage 

5.  BEST  ISSUE 

COINage,  May  1996;  James  L. 
Miller,  Publisher;  Ed  Reiter, 
Senior  Editor;  Kari  Stone, 
Managing  Editor 

CLASS  II-B 

WORLD  COMMERCIAL 
NUMISMATIC  MAGAZINES 

6.  BEST  ARTICLE  OR  SERIES 
OF  ARTICLES 

(a)  Coins:  Thomas  H.  Sebring, 
"British  Shipwreck  Sites," 
World  Coin  News 

7.  BEST  COLUMN 

"Out  of  Steppe,"  R.W.  Julian, 
World  Coin  News 

8.  BEST  ISSUE 

The  Celator,  October  1965, 
Steven  A.  Sayles,  Editor 

CLASS  III 

NON-PROFIT  OR  CLUB 
NUMISMATIC  MAGAZINES 
NATIONAL 
CLUB  PUBLICATIONS 

9.  BEST  ARTICLE 

Chris  Pilliod,  "What  Error 
Coins  Can  Teach  Us,"  The 
Numismatist 

10.  BEST  COLUMN 

"Presents  From  the  Past," 
David  R.  Sear,  The 
Numismatist 

11.  BEST  ISSUE 

The  Commemorative  Trail, 
Fall-Winter  1995,  Helen  L. 
Carmody,  Editor 

REGIONAL 
CLUB  PUBLICATIONS 

9.  BEST  ARTICLE 

Anthony  Swiatek,  "The 
Norse-American  Issue," 
FUN  Topics 

10.  BEST  COLUMN 

"From  Your  President  and 
Editor,"  Gayle  K.  Pike,  Tenn 
Coin  News 


11.  BEST  ISSUE 

The  NASC  Quarterly,  First 
Quarter  1996,  Gary  Beedon, 
Editor 


CLASS  IV 
NUMISMATIC 
NEWSPAPERS 

12.  BEST  SPOT  NEWS  STORY 
OR  CONTINUING  COVER- 
AGE OF  DEVELOPING 
STORY  IN  NUMISMATICS 

Paul  Gilkes,  "Missing  Double 
Eagle  Surfaces,"  Coin  World 

13.  BEST  ARTICLE  OR  SERIES 
OF  ARTICLES 

(a)  Coins:  Mark  Van  Winkle, 
"Concepts  of  Liberty,"  Coin 
World 

(b)  Paper  Money:  Robert  R.  Van 
Ryzin,  "Boggs  Exhibit 
Opening,"  Bank  Note 
Reporter 

14.  BEST  COLUMN 

"Editorial  Opinion,"  Beth 
Deisher,  Coin  World 

15.  BEST  ISSUE 

Numismatic  News,  Feb.  20, 
1996,  David  C.  Harper,  Editor 

CLASS  V 

NON-NUMISMATIC 

NEWSPAPERS 

16.  THE  MAURICE  M.  GOULD 
MEMORIAL  AWARD 

No  entries 

CLASS  VI 

AUCTION  CATALOGS 

17.  BEST  AUCTION  CATALOG 

Bowers  and  Merena,  "The 
Eliasberg  Collection,  Part  I" 


CLASS  VII 
COMMERCIAL 
PUBLICATIONS 

18.  LEE  MARTIN  FOUNDER'S 
AWARD  for  Best  Investment 
Newsletter: 

Maurice  H.  Rosen,  The  Rosen 
Numismatic  Advisory 
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19.  BEST  DEALER-PUBLISHED 
MAGAZINE  OR  NEWSPAPER 

Rare  Coin  Review,  Bowers 
and  Merena  Galleries 

CLASS  VIII 

ALL-AROUND  PORTFOLIO 

20.  Best  All-Around  Portfolio: 

Numismatic  Guaranty 
Corporation  of  America, 
"Photo  Proof" 

CLASS  IX 

THE  NLG  NEWSLETTER 

21.  Best  Writer  in  the  NLG 
Newsletter: 

Eric  Li  Cheung 

CLASS  X 
AUDIO-VISUAL 

22.  RADIO:  Best  Radio  Series: 

"Money  Talks,"  American 
Numismatic  Association, 
James  Taylor,  Producer 

23.  AUDIO:  Best  Audio  Program 
on  Numismatics:  Michael 
Fuljenz 


with  graphics  by  James  O. 

1975 

Ray  Byrne 

Sweeny 

1976 

Chester  L.  Krause 

1977 

Richard  S.  Yeoman 

"Shield  and  Liberty  Head 

1978 

Lee  F.  Hewitt 

J 

Nickels,"  a book  by  Gloria  Peters 
and  Cynthia  Mohon 

1979 

Abe  Kosoff 

1980 

1981 

Glenn  Smedley 
Arlie  Slabaugh 

Stack's,  for  its  "60th  Anniversary" 

1982 

Eric  P.  Newman 

1983 

Kenneth  Bressett 

auction  catalog 

1984 

Donn  Pearlman 

1985 

Walter  Breen 

J.T.  Stanton,  for  his  excellent  pub- 

1986 

Ed  Reiter 

lication.  The  Cherrypicker's 

1987 

David  Alexander 

Newsletter 

1988 

James  L.  Miller 

1989 

Q.  David  Bowers 

1990 

David  L.  Ganz 

1991 

Clifford  Mishler 

1992 

R.W.  Julian 

ROLL  OF  HONOR 

1993 

Russell  Rulau 

CLEMY  AWARD  WINNERS 

1994 

Elvira  Clain-Stefanelli 

1968-1996 

1995 

Beth  Deisher 

1968  Clement  F.  Bailey 

1969  Edward  C.  Rochette 

1970  Lee  Martin 

1971  Margo  Russell 

1972  Virginia  Culver 

1973  Maurice  M.  Gould 

1974  Eva  B.  Adams 

1996 

Bill  Murray 

24.  TELEVISION:  Best  Television 
Report  on  Numismatics: 

KIRO-TV,  Seattle;  Anthony 
Swiatek,  Guest 

25.  VIDEO:  Best  Video 

Presentation:  "America's 
Convention  Auctioneer," 
Heritage  Rare  Coins;  Michael 
W.  Sherman,  Producer 

CLASS  XI 

CLEMENT  F.  BAILEY 
MEMORIAL  AWARD 

26.  CLEMENT  F.  BAILEY 
MEMORIAL  AWARD  for 
Best  New  Writer:  Isabelle 
Pafford,  The  Celator 


EXTRAORDINARY  MERIT 

AWARDS 

"Contemporary  Numismatics," 
a translation  of  the  classic  Van 
Loon  book  by  Robert  Turfboer, 


Denver  ANA.  Clemy  Award  to  Col  Bill  Murray,  presented  by 
Beth  Deisher,  Coin  World  editor  and  past  recipient  of  the  Clemy. 
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A SALUTE  TO 
'COLONEL  BILL' 

By  Beth  Deisher 
Editor,  Coin  World 

Col.  Bill  Murray  is  a 
collector's  collector  and  a col- 
lector's writer.  This  year  is  the 
20th  in  which  his  regular  col- 
umn directed  toward  begin- 
ning collectors  has  been  pub- 
lished in  Coin  World. 

He  is  a Harvard  man  — 
Harvard,  Illinois,  that  is,  where 
he  was  born.  He  received  his 
bachelor  of  science  degree  from 
the  University  of  California  at 
Los  Angeles  and  served  in  the 
United  States  Army  (air 
defense  artillery)  from  1941  to 
1972,  when  he  retired  with  the 
rank  of  colonel. 

Colonel  Bill  became  interested 
in  coin  collecting  in  December 
of  1969.  By  June  of  1974, 
he  had  become  a regular 
columnist  for  Numismatic 
Scrapbook  Magazine.  His 
"NewMismatist"  column  offer- 
ed tips  for  new  collectors. 
When  Scrapbook  ceased  publi- 
cation in  February  1976,  his 
column  transferred  to  Coin 
World,  and  it  has  been 
published  continuously  since, 
with  the  title  recently  changing 
to  "The  New  Collector." 

His  writings  have  also  been 
published  in  Coins,  COINage, 
Numismatic  News,  Arkansas 
Magazine  and  the  Ozark 
Mountaineer. 

Colonel  Bill  has  provided 
leadership  to  the  hobby  at 


many  levels.  Among  organiza- 
tions he  has  served  as  presi- 
dent are  the  Arkansas  Valley 
Numismatic  Association  and 
the  Arkansas  Numismatic 
Association.  He  also  served 
many  years  as  an  American 
Numismatic  Association  club 
and  district  representative  and 
received  the  ANA's  Medal  of 
Merit  in  1991.  The  ANA  hon- 
ored him  with  the  Glenn 
Smedley  Award  in  1996. 

His  many  years  of  member- 
ship in  the  NLG  have  included 
a stint  on  the  Board  of 
Directors  and  many  perfor- 
mances at  annual  NLG  Bashes. 

Recently,  he  shared  with  Coin 
World  readers  the  knowledge 
that  his  favorite  coin  is  an 
ancient  Greek  coin  from  the 
city  of  Aspendus  (even  though 
he  doesn't  collect  ancient 
coins).  The  coin  depicts  two 
wrestlers.  There  are  two  rea- 
sons it  stands  in  high  favor 
with  him:  (1)  It  shows  one  of 
his  favorite  wrestling  maneu- 
vers, bringing  back  memories 
of  his  days  as  an  amateur 
wrestler.  (2)  It  is  a gift  from  his 
wife,  Jeanne. 

Jeanne  and  Colonel  Bill  now 
call  San  Antonio  home,  but 
they  travel  the  globe  by  land, 
sea  and  air.  Wherever  they  go, 
he's  always  on  the  lookout  for 
numismatic  souvenirs  and  col- 
lectibles. His  collecting  special- 
ties are  medals  depicting 
wrestling,  low-grade  1817  large 
cent  varieties  and  Arkansas 
exonumia.  But  his  collection 
also  includes  a vast  array  of 
numismatic  souvenirs  — silver 


and  bronze  medals,  tokens  in  a 
variety  of  metals,  elongated 
cents,  wooden  nickels,  paper 
money,  and  even  U.S.  coins. 
Each  becomes  a memento  of  a 
visit  and  an  entry  in  his  numis- 
matic journal. 


THE  NLG  RIBBET 
AWARD  MAKES  ITS 
DEBUT 

At  the  end  of  the  main  awards 
ceremony,  NLG  Editor  David 
T.  Alexander  announced  a new 
award,  born  but  a day  or  two 
earlier,  tentatively  named  the 
NLG  Ribbet  Award.  The  new 
recognition  was  actually 
inspired  by  the  birth  of  the 
Clemy,  since  1968  the  Guild's 
top  honor. 

The  new  insignia  was  present- 
ed to  NLG  by  ANACS  Chief 
Authenticator  J.R  Martin,  in 
the  form  of  a Chinese  antiqued 
alabaster  carving  in  life  size  of 
two  frogs  emerging  from  a 
marsh,  the  larger  lifelike  crea- 
ture holding  a square-holed 
cash  coin  or  amulet  in  its 
mouth.  With  its  bronze  patina, 
this  sculpture  is  an  object  of  art 
of  considerable  beauty. 

The  new  award  was  first  pre- 
sented at  the  Denver  Bash.  The 
recipient  must  bring  it  to  New 
York  City  in  1997  with  his 
nomination  of  the  next  winner, 
and  so  on  down  the  years,  just 
as  the  massive  typewriter  sym- 
bolizing the  Clemy  was  hand- 
ed down  in  the  early  years  of 
the  Guild. 
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Alexander  announced  that  the 
criteria  for  the  Ribbet  were 
possession  of  uninterrupted 
good  humor,  unspoiled 
humanity  and  approachability 
in  NLG  members  who  had 
risen  to  the  highest  leadership 
in  the  world  of  numismatics. 

“The  great  world  of  numis- 
matics is  both  an  enriching 
hobby  and  a way  of  life," 
Alexander  noted.  “This  award 
will  honor  those  who  have 
swum  through  the  Jurassic 
swamp  that  so  many  Boards 
resemble,  coming  out  at  the 
other  side  with  their  good 
cheer  and  humanity  still  in 
place  and  their  coins  and  com- 
mon sense  still  firmly  in  their 
clasp. 

“Our  first  recipient  tonight 
personifies  these  qualities,"  he 
went  on.  “A  widely  read 


author  and  cataloger,  NLG  vet- 
eran and  ANA  vice  president, 
Anthony  Swiatek!  Here  is  a 
man  whose  writings  in  the 
field  of  U.S.  commemorative 
coins  are  universally  read,  who 
has  devoted  hours  beyond 
number  to  NLG  and  ANA  pro- 
jects. His  sense  of  humor  is 
widely  recognized,  as  is  his 
unbroken  retention  of  the  nat- 
ural friendliness  that  character- 
izes all  truly  great  leaders!" 

As  he  accepted  the  brand-new 
Ribbet  Award,  Bash-goers 
agreed,  it  was  the  first  time  any 
one  of  them  saw  Swiatek  at  a 
loss  for  words!  [Ed.  Note: 
Anthony  and  his  Ribbet 
appeared  in  Numismatic 
News'  full-color  double-truck 
spread  on  ANA  doings  in  the 
first  issue  to  go  to  press  after 
the  Denver  show!] 


1996  BALLOTING  SEATS 
TWO  ON  NLG  BOARD 

The  NLG  membership  sub- 
mitted ballots  to  seat  two 
Board  members  for  two-year 
terms.  The  ballots  were  count- 
ed at  the  ANA  convention  in 
Denver  and  longtime  Guild 
activists  Robert  W.  Julian  of 
Logansport,  Ind.,  and  Thomas 
K.  DeLorey  of  Chicago  were 
declared  to  have  been  elected. 

Julian  and  DeLorey  will  serve 
with  three  other  elected  Board 
members,  David  T.  Alexander 
and  Scott  A.  Travers  (both  of 
New  York)  and  Col.  Bill 
Murray  of  San  Antonio,  Texas. 
Continuing  in  their  posts  are 
Executive  Director  Ed  Reiter  of 
Glen  Rock,  N.J.,  and  Treasurer 
Kay  Lenker  of  San  Diego. 


for  the  hobby  from 

NUMISMATIC  NEWS 


SIFIED  ADS: 


NUMISMATIC  NEWS  helps  keep  the  hobby  market  active  by  providing  subscribers  with  free 
classified  ads.  Hundreds  take  advantage  of  and  benefit  from  this  unique  opportunity  in  the 
world’s  largest  numismatic  classified  section.  The  diverse  selection  of  ads  stimulates  exciting 
action  among  hobbyists  as  they  buy,  sell  and  trade  in  their  favorite  areas. 

An  easy-to-use  form  in  every  issue  offers  52  free  ad  opportunities  per  year  valued  at  $286. 
Every  week  you'll  find  many  new  entries  in  all  collecting  categories  that  range  from  the 
common  to  the  rare  to  the  unusual. 


Gary  Clark  of  Indianapolis,  IN  writes  of  his  experiences,  "Thank  you  so  very  much  for  the  free  classified  ad 
service.  I hope  all  readers  realize  what  a great  opportunity  this  is!  I place  ads  regularly  and  the  responses 
have  been  very  rewarding.  Dozens  of  hassle-free  transactions  also  attest  to  the  quality  and  integrity  of 
NUMISMATIC  NEWS  readers.  Thanks  to  them  as  well!" 


NUMISMATIC  NEWS  does  its  part  to  keep  the  market  active  and  exciting  for  collectors  of  every  possible  interest 
and  size  of  collection. 


700  E.  State  St.,  lola,  Wl  54990-0001 


1 /2-year  (26  issues)  of 
NUMISMATIC  NEWS  for  only  $9.95. 
Call  toll-free  1-800-258-0929  today! 
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A SPECIAL  AMERICAN: 

GENERAL  A.  P.  CLARK  JR. 

by  Michael  Sedgwick 

The  business  of  public  relations 
is,  by  definition,  not  a boring 
occupation.  In  the  fourteen 
years  or  more  that  we've  been 
privileged  to  represent  the 
British  Royal  Mint  there  have 
been  some  exciting  highlights: 
being  presented  to  Prince 
Philip,  visiting  Arnold  Machin, 
launching  the  Britannia  at  the 
Bel  Air  Hotel  in  Beverly  Hills 
and  unveiling  the  500th 
Anniversary  sovereign  aboard 
the  "Queen  Mary"  are  among 
the  most  significant.  But  noth- 
ing Pve  ever  done  has  been 
more  memorable  or  moving 
than  an  event  which  took  place 
at  Colorado  Springs,  while  the 
Mint  was  attending  the 
American  Numismatic  Asso- 
ciation Convention  in  Denver. 

Syndicated  journalist  and 
numismatist  Ed  Rochette  has 
been  working  with  the  muse- 
um director  at  the  United 
States  Air  Force  Academy, 
Colorado  Springs.  When  he 
learned,  a while  back,  that  the 
Royal  Mint  had  struck  a medal 
commemorating  the  inventor 
of  the  Spitfire,  R.J.  Mitchell,  Ed 
was  quick  to  mention  that  a 
retired  general,  still  associated 
with  the  Academy,  had  flown 
Spitfires  during  the  early  part 
of  World  War  II.  As  time  went 
by,  and  the  ANA  Convention 
in  Denver  approached,  Ed 
made  arrangements  for  us  to 
go  down  to  the  Air  Force 
Academy  to  meet  Gen.  A.P. 
Clark,  Jr.  and  present  him  with 
a Mitchell  Medal. 


While  the  idea  had  great 
appeal  from  the  PR  standpoint, 
I don't  remember  a time  when 
I underestimated  the  power  of 
an  occasion  in  quite  the  way  I 
had  prejudged  that  day. 
Indeed,  the  general  had  flown 
Spitfires  with  the  USAAF,  but 
that  was  only  a small  facet  of 
his  story.  In  fact,  after  only  a 
few  sorties,  the  then  Lt.  Col. 
Clark  was  shot  down  over 
enemy  territory,  near  Calais, 
taken  prisoner  and  dispatched 
to  Stalag  Luft  III,  an  allied  offi- 
cer's camp  comprising  mainly 
British  and  American  flyers. 
As  senior  officer,  he  was  in 
charge  of  prisoner  activities 
and  did  what  he  could  to  hold 
up  morale,  organize  the  range 
of  talents  the  men  possessed, 
consider  escape  plans  etc.  - just 
like  in  the  movies!  [If  you 
begin  to  see  a mental  picture 
here,  you're  not  imagining.]  In 
fact,  the  film  "The  Great 
Escape"  is  based  upon  the  real 
life  experiences  of  General 
Clark  and  the  men  of  Stalag 


Luft  III.  However,  as  the 
general  is  anxious  to  point  out, 
while  the  Americans  helped 
dig  the  tunnel,  it  was  a purely 
British  escape  effort  and  no 
Americans  went  out  - which  is 
where  real  life  separates  from 
the  film  and  Lt.  Col.  Clark's 
counterpart,  Steve  McQueen. 

Upon  our  arrival  at  the  Air 
Force  Academy  (the  U.S.  Air 
Force  equivalent  of  West  Point 
and  Annapolis),  we  were 
greeted  by  Library  Archivist 
Duane  Reed  and  General  Clark 
himself.  Tall,  upright  and  alert, 
the  general,  now  in  his  early 
eighties,  has  a spontaneous 
warmth  which  makes  him  easy 
to  be  with,  despite  the  tremen- 
dous depth  of  experience  that 
life  has  dealt  him.  He  spoke 
more  freely  of  his  wartime 
experiences  than  Duane  Reed, 
a close  friend  of  the  general, 
had  ever  heard  him  do  before. 
I felt  a sense  of  privilege  in  the 
moment  as  he  talked  of  life  in 
the  Stalag,  of  the  men  for 


Michael  Sedgwick  and  Gen.  A.P.  Clark  Jr. 
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whom  he  was  responsible,  of 
the  way  in  which  they 
“hooked"  German  guards  into 
getting  them  things  they 
needed,  and  of  the  human 
experience  of  being  a prisoner 
of  war  for  33  months. 

After  an  amiable  lunch,  we 
moved  up  to  the  library  where 
the  numismatic  collection  is 
housed  and  where  Ed  had  been 
doing  his  research.  The  library 
is  well  used  by  faculty  and 
cadets,  and  in  addition  to  the 
enormous  selection  of  books 
one  might  expect  to  find  in 
such  a place,  a wonderful, 
widely  based  aeronautical  col- 
lection donated  by  Col. 
Richard  Gimbel  (1898  - 1970),  a 
member  of  the  department 
store  family,  is  unique.  Five- 
thousand-year-old  cylindrical 
seals,  used  to  make  clay 
tablets,  are  some  of  the  earliest 
allusions  to  man's  dreams  of 
flight.  Drawings,  books,  arti- 
facts of  all  kinds  and  an  impor- 
tant collection  of  rare  com- 
memorative medallions  are  all 
part  of  the  20,000  items  which 
Colonel  Gimbel  collected  and 
bequeathed  to  the  Academy. 

It  is  a magnificent  backdrop  to 
a large  scrapbook,  standing  in 
pride  of  place  for  all  to  see, 
which  recounts  the  story  of 
General  Clark's  experiences 
from  the  time  his  Spitfire  was 
shot  down  until  Gen.  George 
Patton  visited  the  camp  the 
day  after  its  liberation.  Many 
of  the  photographs  were  taken 
with  cameras  smuggled  into 
the  camp  in  pieces,  or  coerced 
from  German  guards.  Pictures 
of  men  marching  to  the  show- 


ers, of  the  living  quarters,  actu- 
al documents  produced  by 
hand,  looking  exactly  as  if  they 
were  typed  on  a German  type- 
writer, signed  by  the  appropri- 
ate German  officer,  for  use  in 
escape.  Photos  of  German 
guards  and  officers  from  which 
prisoners  with  tailoring  skills 
made  identical  uniforms. 
Maps  of  the  surrounding  area, 
hidden  on  the  back  of  playing 
cards,  sent  in  the  CARE  pack- 
ages, allowed  in  every  few 
months.  Images  of  "The  Great 
Escape"  became  vivid.  Except 
this  was  no  movie.  This  was 
real!  This  man  had  actually 
been  there,  and  been  deeply 
involved  and  responsible. 

The  presentation  of  the 
Mitchell  Medal  to  General 
Clark  was  informal  and  simple. 
Perhaps  only  a small  token  of 
appreciation  to  a man  for 
whom  the  description  "hero"  is 
no  overstatement.  But  for  an 
Englishman  with  "babe  in 
arms"  memories  of  the  London 
Blitz,  who  now  happens  to  be  a 
public  relations  representative 
for  the  Royal  Mint,  it  was  a 
moving  and  meaningful  expe- 
rience. A wonderful  opportu- 
nity to  say  "Thank  You!"  to  a 
very  special  American. 

Michael  Sedgwick  is  public 
relations  executive  for  the  British 
Royal  Mint  in  North  America 


A BOOK  DEAL 

Thanks  to  a generous  gift 
from  Harvey  and  Larry  Stack, 
the  NLG  has  acquired  a 
number  of  copies  of  the 
fascinating  book  John  Hull , 
A Builder  of  the  Bay  Colony 
by  Hermann  Frederick  Clarke, 
which  chronicles  the  exploits 
of  the  silversmith  who 
became  mint  master  for  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  Colony. 

The  hardbound  224-page 
book  is  a 1993  reprint  of  a book 
first  published  in  1940.  It  was 
reprinted  by  A.W.  Pollock  & 
Co.  of  Wolfeboro,  N.H. 

While  supplies  last,  the 
NLG  is  offering  the  book  to 
members  for  $9.95  postpaid. 
For  $3  more  (a  total  of  $12.95), 
we  also  will  enclose  a copy 
of  the  25-year  history  of  the 
Guild  written  in  1993  by 
David  T.  Alexander.  This  soft- 
cover  50-page  booklet  normal- 
ly sells  for  $5.  And  as  a super 
bargain,  we  will  add  a silver 
anniversary  NLG  medal  — a 
piece  containing  one  ounce  of 
.999-fine  silver  — for  just  $17 
more.  That  brings  the  total  cost 
for  all  three  items  — the  John 
Hull  book,  the  NLG  history 
booklet  and  the  NLG  silver 
medal  — to  $29.95  postpaid. 

Orders  should  be  sent  to  Ed 
Reiter,  12  Abbington  Ter.,  Glen 
Rock,  N.J.  07452.  Caution: 
Supplies  are  limited,  especially 
for  the  Hull  book  and  the 
medal. 
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If  you  write... 
write  to 
Coin  World! 

We’re  always  interested  in  good  features, 
on  U.S.  coins  and  other  numismatic  collectibles. 

It’s  easy,  just... 

Summarize  your  feature  ideas,  keep  in  mind  our  features  are 

800-1,200  words.  Let  us  know  if  you  have  photos  or  art  available  and 
Send  your  proposal  off  to: 

Beth  Deisher,  Editor;  P.O.  Box  150; 

Sidney,  OH  45365-0150.  FAX:  513498-0812. 

(published  weekly  - ave.  98  pgs.) 


NLG  NEWSLETTER 

c/o  PO  Box  937 
Millbrook , NY  12545 
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